THE NEW SIMONIDES AND HOMER'S HEMITHEOI

JENNY STRAUSS CLAY

The proem to Simonides’ recently discovered “Battle of Plataea” is
addressed to the hero Achilfeslow long it was and whether it dealt with

the hero’s birth and other exploits remains unclear. Fr. 10 surely deals with
Achilles, but its precise contents are obscure. The beginning lines of the far
more extensive fr. 11 apparently describe the hero’s death in an epic simile
adapted from HomeérThe damaged lines that follow (9—14) provide a brief
summary of the end of the Trojan war, the destruction of Troy, and the
return of the Greeks:

JoeoVoo e[ prchesc & ]ot[v kobeThev,
10 ITpJiduov monsi [ Jou[
etvex’ "AleEd]vdporo xaxdeplovolg, wg Tov|
Jv Being &puo koBelhe Alk[ne.
tol 8¢ mOAM]v mépoavteg Goidipov [oikad’ 1]kovTo
eéptotol plowy ayéuoyotl Aavool|

Before breaking off, Simonides credits Homer with the heroes’ renown:

15  otow én’ dBd]vatov kéxvton KAéog dv[poc] Exkntt
o¢ mop” tom]hokdpwv dé€ato MMiepid[wv
nocov dAn]0einy, kol éndvonov or[Aotéplooty
noinc’ NuiBéwv drduopov yeven|v.

1 First published in Parsons 1992a; cf. West 1992.118-22.
2 See the discussion of Barchiesi in this volume.
3 | omit some of the more speculative supplements included.in W
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At first glance, the claims on Homer’s behalf seem exaggerated. As Aloni
notes, the incidents alluded to—the death of Achilles, the fall and sack of
Troy, and the returns of the heroes—are actually not recounted in Flomer.
Yet there is no reason to think that Simonides ascribetocanPersisto
Homer. To be sure, by exaggerating Homer’s accomplishment, Simonides
can rhetorically magnify his own. As Homer granted immortal fame to the
heroes, so too will Simonides to the Plataean heroes he celebrates.
Lloyd-Jones has observed that the diction of these lines is
peculiarly evocative of the epic, both in the choic&@®iuog, a Homeric
hapax which occurs when Helen tells Hector that Zeus set an evil destiny
upon herself and Paris, to make thénidipotl for men to comell; 6.357—
58), as well as the epitheixbpopog, which in four out of its five
occurrences is used by Thetis of her 56r Simonides, not just Achilles
but the whole race of the heroesiisbpopoc. As he says in hihrenoi
(523 PMG):

o0& yop ol TpdTEPOV TTOT  EMEAOVTO,
Oedv & €€ avdktov éyévovd’ vieg huibeo,
dmovov 008’ &eBitov 008 dxiviuvov Blov
éc yiipog €€ikovto teAéoavte. T

In addition to the many verbal echoes of Homer that have already
been observed by others, fr. 11 as a whole contains another, | believe more
precise, allusion. The two passages are linked not only by the similarity of
their contents, but also by the termibeoc, a hapaxin Homer and
surprisingly rare elsewhere. Hesiod uses it almost gsitiménus technicus
to refer to his fourth race, the race of heroes who fought at Thebes and at
Troy: dvdpdv Npdwy Belov yévoe, ol kadéovton | huibeot, mpotépn yeven
kot dnetpova yoiov (Works and Day459-60)¢ Similarly, the Hesiodic
Catalogue of Womecdlosely links the suitors of Helen and the Trojan War
with Zeus’ plan to destroy th@vydc hubéwv (fr. 204.100 Merkelbach-
West)? In Alcaeus 42.13 Voigt, Achilles is called one of benithegj as is

4 Aloni 1994.15; on differences from Homer, see also Stehle’s paper in this volume.

5 Lloyd-Jones 1994.2-3.

6 A. Capra and M. Curti 1995.28-29 argue thabvouov in line 13 does not mean
“famous” but retains its usual sense. They translate, “The short-lived race, which takes its
name from the half-gods,” and supply a verb of singing at the beginning of line 14.

7 For a recent discussion of this controversial fragment, see Koenen 1994.26-34.
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one of Alcman’s Hippocoontids in the Louvre Partheneion (3.7 Calame).
Callinus’ praise of the brave warrior implies that, if he survives, he will be
GEog hubéwv (1.19 W); he becomes the equal of those legendary heroes
of the past. Whenever the term is used in these passages, it suggests a
retrospective vision, looking back at the legendary past from the vantage of
the present. But the comprehensive vision of the Trojan War with which
Simonides brings his proem to a close most closely resembles Homer’s
similarly synoptic view at the beginning of the twelfth book of iffzesl.

In lliad 12, Homer momentarily pulls back from the immediate
action on the battle field to distance himself from the heroes who fought
before Troy. From that unique vantage, those who participated in the Trojan
war belong to an earlier generation and to a different worldjitif&wv
vévog avdpdv. As he begins his narrative of the assault on the Achaean
wall, Homer looks forward to a future time when it will have disappeared
(12.10-16):

10 Sopo pev “Extop Lwog Env kol unvit’ "AyidAdeng
kol [pidpoto Gvaxtog dmdpBntoc ndAic €ndev,
tdppo. 8¢ kol péyo telyxog "Axoudv Eunedov fev.
ovtdp €nel koo puev Tpwwv Bdvov docot Epiotot,
noAAol & "Apyelwv ol pév dduev, ol 8¢ Airovro,

15 népBeto 8¢ MMprduoto ndAg dexdrm évicvtd,
"Apyelor 8° év vnuet iAny é¢ Totpld’ £fnoav . . .

At that point the gods in concert will destroy the wallitrecov &v
xovinot kod Nubéwv yévog dvdpdv (12.23). In characterizing Homer's
accomplishment as making a name among men to come fautb&ov
axvpopov yevenv, Simonides likewise distances himself from the heroes of
Troy and, above all, Achilles. In the next line, the poet will salute Achilles
and take his leave of the hero, before turning to the task at hand. In echoing
the Homeric passage and in using the expresgitfieol, Simonides both

links himself with, and dissociates himself from, Homer and his subject
matter. Troy and the race of thgifeo1, celebrated by his illustrious
predecessor, may be dead and gone, but Simonides will grant the same
immortal kAéoc to his contemporaries.
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